Jonah Background

I. The Man

A. Jonah means “Dove”

B. From Gath-hepher – According to II Kings 14:25 located 3-4 miles from Nazereth

C. Jonah could not grieve over sin as God does and Jonah could not rejoice over repentance as God does.

II. The Ministry

A. Contemporary of King Jeroboam II 790-750 BC

B. Message last 8 words half of a verse

C. The only prophet to run from God.

D. Ministered in the Northern Kingdom

E. Prophesied in II Kings 14:25

III. The Book

A. Theme – God’s concern for the lost

1. First two chapters -  saves a sinner

2. Last two chapters – saves a city

B. 7 times in the book God spoke “the Word of the Lord came”

C. Jesus affirmed the book – Matt 12:40; Luke 11:30

D. Date  - Approximately 760 BC

Information gathered from:

· Open Bible, page 980

· Bible Knowledge Commentary

· Notes from Joel Spencer’s class

